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Barking and Dagenham Manifesto -
One borough, one community. No one
left behind

Focusing on three themes:
Community and cohesion; Fairness;
Housing

Exploring how these issues are
experienced by Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller communities

Looking at ways to improve
outcomes



We understand the importance of
community and cohesion and are
determined to make Barking and
Da?enham a friendly and
welcoming borough with strong
community spirit.

To achieve this we will support the
community to celebrate our history
and heritage, through events and
activities.

We will tackle extremism and hate
crime wherever it occurs.



. Gypsy, Traveller and
- Roma communities have
~ been living and working
- in London and in Barking
- and Dagenham for

generations



Add genocide of Gypsies to national
curriculum, say charities

Forty groups call for ‘meaningful change’ after Jimmy Carr’s joke
about mass murder of Roma and Sinti people

©» Wreaths and flowers mark Roma and Sinti Genocide Remembrance Day on 2 Auqust 2021 at the

Gypsy, Traveller and
Roma communities share
a long history of

persecution and
oppression in the UK and
across the world



Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller people are
affected by

widespread negative
public attitudes

'Death threats are a way of life": Gypsies
and Irish Travellers and Muslims 'least-
liked' in UK, survey finds

Apiline McShans, @ British Romany Gypay travaller, aaid she was not aurprised by the
findings - acaing & arive-by shooting racently took placs at a aite and ahs often hears
= = L '

things liks "lal’s blow tham up n their caravans’.

Lisa Dowd
: Midianco cormaspandant SUoaskyNews
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There is a crisis of
misrepresentation of

Gypsy, Roma and

Traveller people in
the media

Mapping media

1 story in a big national
every 3 days!

Channel 4 Dispatches report accused of
'‘dehumanising’ Travellers

Ofcom receives hundreds of complaints about The Truth About
Traveller Crime




Local authorities have a
role in limiting harmful
representations of

Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller people

The harmful story cycle

TRAVELLERS
INVADE PARK!

[Local authority outrage]

[Disgusted member of public]

——
[Maybe: Gypsy/Traveller voice]

Angry member of public ~\ Journalist Editor
Contacts Local Authority, or Receives story & pitches to Editor. Decides if it’s news (usually YES as
journalist directly. Writes it quickly, based on the easy win: relevant locally, already
press release and what the Editor 9 mostly written, will get high
wants. IF TIME contacts a Gypsy or interest, has elements of conflict,
¢ Traveller group for comment. draws on moral panic). Has final

word on editing, including house
style, images, framing.

Local Authority

Writes a press release about local

camps or crime.
Gypsy Traveller Voice

Sub editors
Not usually approached. If they are
approached: provides a comment, Choose the headline and imagery.
that is used as ‘balance’.



Barking & Log in to My B&D =— Quick links
Dagent?am = -

Welcome to Barking and Dagenham KRG K

Hame » Housing >  Gypsy and Traveller siles

There is a need to
improve the Gypsy and Traveller sites

on) L]
Co u n c I I s p u b I I c We aim 1o provide essential services to the Travellers and Gypsies in the borough, balancing their rights with those of anyone on whase land unauthorised

camping takes place.

° °
co m m u n I catl 0 n S Gypsies and Travellers are protected from discrimination by the Race Relations Act 1976 and the Human Rights Act 1998,

Police involvement

Council owned land

Unlawful encampment injunction

Privately owned land




Questions and
reflections
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Our diversity needs to be
understood, embraced, and
harnessed for the benefit of
everyone. And to reap the
benefits of diversity, our
community must be united,
not segregated.

Barking and Dagenham will
be a place where everyone is
valued and has the
opportunity to succeed.




Pontins used blacklist of common

Irish surnames to keep Traveller
families out of holiday parks
P

The list was uploaded to the Pontins intranet under the heading
“Undesirable Guests’, instructing call handlers that people using these
names were ‘unwelcome”

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller ’

people are routinely refused
access to public and private
services

Fontins has signad a legally binding agreement with equality watchdog 1o address the Esues rased by the
whistieblower {FPhcto: Getty)



Public institutions continue
to have discriminatory

practices that target Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller people

Travellers complain over Met officer's
warning about funeral

Charity accuses force of blatant discrimination after email to firms
in Barking and Dagenham

0 Met police said the complaint was received and it will be assessed. Photograph: Dominic
Lipinski/PA

Scotland Yard has been accused of “blatant discrimination” after an officer
warned local businesses of the risk of hosting mourners from the Traveller
community attending a funeral.



Meeting the Public
Sector Equality
Duty is a way to

ensure fair
opportunities for
Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller residents

Those subject to the equality duty must have
due regard to the need to:

Eliminate unlawful discrimination,
harassment and victimisation and other
conduct prohibited by the Act.

-Advance equality of opportunity between
people who share a protected characteristic
and those who do not.

‘Foster good relations between people who
share a protected characteristic and those
who do not.



Home UK Word Poitke US Climste Science&Tsch Buelinses EmeSArte Travel Offosst More ~

Women and Equalities Committee Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities

recommendation, 2019 have been 'comprehensively failed', say
MPs

A report into inequalitiss facad by Gypey, Roma and Traveller paopls finda significant
problems including ecute aiacrimination.

By Katerina Vittozzi Sky News reporter




Recommendation from 2006 LGTU
report commissioned by Barking

and Dagenham @

GYPSIES and TRAVELLERS,
Report carried out for Barking and Dagenham Council

by the London Gypsy and Traveller Unit.

adanuary 1o April 2006,

1* May 2006

INTRODUCTION

The London Gypsy and Traveller Unit (LGTU) has produced this report for the
Corporate Equalities and Diversity department of the London Borough of Barking

and Dagenham.
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We understand that
housing has a social and
community purpose.

- A mix of different types of
homes bonds us together;
it builds communities and
helps working people stay
in the borough and
families stay near each
other.

We will ensure Barking
and Dagenham is a place
with sufficient, accessible
_and varied housing.

< A oY B




Gypsy and Traveller
Londoners are
disproportionately affected by

A lack of culturally suitable
accommodation

Overcrowding and need for
family homes

Poor living conditions and
management of sites



The scale of
accommodation
need for Gypsies
and Travellers in
London

e
o

3" _Ls 'l':";mm
800 famlly pitches needed
between 2007-2017

Only 10 new pitches delivered
by local authorities as
extensions to existing sites

Zero transit sites or stopping
p/aces for nomadic families



Impacts of the
accommodation crisis
include:

« Families stuck in
temporary and emergency
accommodation

* Pushed on the road side

» Evictions and
displacement

« Family and community
networks being damaged

e Loss of culture and
identity

 Poor physical and mental
health



Barking and Dagenham The Barking and Dagenham Gypsy and
Local Plan Traveller Accommodation Assessment
identified a need of 24 pitches up to 2034.

Figure 24. Gypsy and Traveller
site options

This need will be met by

a) retaining and protecting the existing Gypsy i
and Traveller site at Eastbrookend Country g
Park Eastbrooken d Countr y Park

b) delivering a maximum of 12 pitches by
expanding the existing public site at
Eastbrookend Country Park within the first five
years of the plan period




What is needed

to deliver the vision

Political commitment to see this as a
priority

Building strong relationships and working
in collaboration with Gypsy and Traveller
families

Strategic leadership and resources

Championing good quality
accommodation and site management

Places we’re
proud of

A short guide to providing and
managing sites for Gypsies and Travellers

.‘\\,:66 National Policy Advisory Panel
22" on Gypsy and Traveller Housing January 2021
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Facilitating the nomadic

way of life

Negotiated stopping approach

Provides safe and secure temporary
stopping places and facilities for
families travelling through an area

A way forward to achieve community
cohesion

DEW SLPPORTED B
GYPSIES &
@ UNIVERSITY MAYOR OF LONDON









Addressing racism and inequalities
faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities




Reports

‘Media that Moves: Creating anti-racist representations
of Gypsies and Travellers in the UK media’, LGT, Leeds
GATE and PIRC, 2022

http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/Media-That-Moves-Summary-

Report.pdf

‘The potential for a negotiated stopping approach in
London’, LGT, 2019

http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/LGT report 28Nov web.pdf

‘Hate: As regular as rain’, GATE Herts, 2020

https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf

‘Tackling inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities’, Women and Equalities Committee, 2019

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmsele
ct/cmwomeq/360/full-report.html

Report carried out for Barking and Dagenham Council by
the London Gypsy and Traveller Unit, 2006

http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/GypsyandTravellerReportBarki

ng.pdf

‘Places we’re proud of: A short guide to providing and
managing sites for Gypsies and Travellers’, 2021

https://www.elimhousing.co.uk/media/1601/places-
were-proud-of.pdf



http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Media-That-Moves-Summary-Report.pdf
http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/LGT_report_28Nov_web.pdf
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmwomeq/360/full-report.html
http://www.londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/GypsyandTravellerReportBarking.pdf
https://www.elimhousing.co.uk/media/1601/places-were-proud-of.pdf

Resources

Videos

‘Roads from the past’ (Travellers Times) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bhBbMrF8Z0

‘The last nomads’ (Drive2Survive) -
https://www.drive2survive.org.uk/post/the-last-nomads

‘What is negotiated stopping’ (Leeds GATE) -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxw0Qi2t-Y4E

Websites
Roma Support Group

https://www.romasupportgroup.org.uk/

Report Racism GRT

https://reportracismgrt.com/

Negotiated stopping

https://www.negotiatedstopping.co.uk/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bhBbMrF8Z0
https://www.drive2survive.org.uk/post/the-last-nomads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxw0i2t-Y4E
https://www.romasupportgroup.org.uk/
https://reportracismgrt.com/
https://www.negotiatedstopping.co.uk/

Thank you!
.S

It's been a long time coming...

londongypsiesandtravellers.org.uk
Facebook: LonGypsyTraveller &

Twitter: @LondonGypsyTrav

Instagram: londongypsytraveller
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...but | know a change is gonna come
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